Julity Pole Woodpecker Damage and Impact on Electric Co-ops
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As a leading electrical infrastructure inspection company, itOs critical that we understand the various issues that can
arise for electric cooperatives across America. In some recent Inspections, we have seen an increase in wood pole
damage B leaving significant holes across cooperative infrastructure.

\Who or what is causing all of this damage” Coming in an array of colors, shapes and sizes, and guickly taking flight
before they can be caught, itOs the North American family of birds.

Related: The Mountain Pine Beetle and Other Pests to Be Aware Of

Now a quick word about the bird (rhyming intentional). \We here at Clearsight have a particular fondness for our
feathered friends and do what we can to protect their natural habitats. Birds are critical for the American ecosystem:
from polinators and seed dispersal to pest control to their cultural and recreational significance, birds are invaluable to
us and the world we live in.

We love birds and know our electric cooperative colleagues across the country do, too!

The challenge for electric cooperatives is that birds also like to wreak havoc on wood pales. Birds are notorious for
creating hales in electric wood poles, which can lead to significant damage to the poles themsehes and the electrical
lines they support. This damage can result in costly repairs and pose a serious threat to structural integrity, energy
reliablity, and the safety of workers and the public.

What Bird Species Cause the Most Damage to Utility Poles?
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How Much Damage to the Utility Pole is Too Much?

e common guestion we receive; At what size does a bird hole pose a serious problem for a wooden utlity pole”?
Ihe size of a bird hole that could cause an alectric wood pole to fall can differ dey I | fact )
T ~ cor i,\,H‘f,\,‘\“ T"MT Olea | YU“TW' | ‘ ﬂ e ‘ ,:‘T

In general, a bird hole that is more than two inches in diameter can compromise the structural
integrity of an electric wood pole, especially if the hole is located in a critical area of the pole or if
there are multiple holes in close proximity to each other.
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Get an Inspection Today

It is iImportant to recognize the significant impact that birds can have on electric wood poles owned by electric
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